
I learned about a little AM radio kit by Tecsun that I simply had to have.   I've found 
recently that letters to Santa are most successfully executed as emails to my wife, and 
ideally should include a web link to the desired item to avoid elf-error.  This technique 
worked splendidly for me, and the following box was under my Christmas tree:

First, a little background.   According to the instruction sheet, and some Tecsun websites,
transistors were being manufactured in China as early as the 1960s, and experimenters 
were getting hold of these and making little radios.  Someone produced a case called the 
“2P3” for housing these projects.  While semiconductor production was in place for 
military purposes at that time, I am surprised that there was experimenter and hobby 
semiconductors available then.   But I suppose my view of the China of that era was 



formed by black & white TV images from Nixon's China trip in 1972; of throngs of people 
keeping the streets clear of snow using brooms, to let the mass of commuters on basic 
bicycles pass.

I found online a photo of an original 2P3, next to a completed Tecsun 2P3.

The photo below shows what's inside the Tecsun box:



Did you take a good look at the cover of the box in my first picture?   You may have 
missed a little historical detail.   Above our intrepid little engineer, who sits focused on 
his work with loosened tie and soldering iron in hand, is a portrait of the Chairman 
himself, exhorting our young friend to complete his work well for the glory of the Party 
and the People.  



I have a couple little projects in the queue before getting to this, but I plan to bring it to 
a BADX meeting when its completed, with a little luck, maybe at Paul's February dinner.

For those interested, the next two pages show some diagrams from the instruction 
manual, which is actually one large sheet of paper, two sides.

– Gary






